
Issues Raised 

Some of the Issues that were raised in Smithton included: 

The proposed Tarkine Drive - Minister Paula Wriedt made it clear that there 

would be extensive consultation on the proposal.  

The Smithton Wharf and Stanley Pier   - Infrastructure Minister Graeme Sturges 

committed to going back to TasPorts to raise community concerns about the future of 

the wharf and the pier, and to explore alternative solutions.  

The Western Explorer Road  

Gbgblm^kl  Mmnk`^l Zg] IÄ<rkg^ 

are committed to the removal of  

burnt trees and repairing the 

damaged parts of the road as 

quickly as possible.  

The Burnie to Black River 

Rail Corridor - The corridor 

will be maintained and we will work with the Federal Government on its election   

commitments.  

Accommodation for Ambulance 

h__b\^klÄ - Health Minister Lara Giddings 

was asked to look at alternative          

accommodation for visiting ambulance 

officers to help them in their valuable 

work. She has undertaken to do that and 

will report back to the community. 

I can assure you that this is not the end of it. All of my ministers will be following up on 

the issues that the Smithton Community raised at this forum, and you can expect to see a 

lot more of us on the North-West Coast in the future. 

 

 

Jk^fb^kÄl G^llZ`^ 

 

Listening to the views and concerns of 

this state is a high priority for my      

Government and I am determined to be a 

Premier for all of Tasmania, not just the 

fZchk ihineZmbhg \^gm^kl, NaZmÄl par C 

was so delighted to hold my first     

Community Forum in Smithton on the 

North -West Coast. 

 

While in the North-West, I was        

repeatedly reminded of what a beautiful 

part of Tasmania it is. I was struck by the 

energy and vibrancy of the communities, 

particularly the sense of renewal that is 

so evident in many of the towns and  

cities along the Coast. 

 

The Community Forum was a great   

opportunity for my ministers and heads 

of departments to see first hand the   

challenges and opportunities of the    

region. I believe that all Tasmanians 

should have the chance to access my 

cabinet and discuss the issues in their 

community and in their State that are 

concerning them.  

 

I would like to thank all the people of 

Smithton who took the time to attend 

the forum and to those who sought  

individual appointments with ministers. 

 

 

David Bartlett       

Premier of Tasmania 

 Smithton Regional  

   Community Forum  

July 2008 



 

In the lead up the Community Forum Premier David Bartlett, a keen cyclist   

himself, joined the annual NAIDOC week bike ride in Smithton.     

 

The NAIDOC celebrations are held around Australia in July to  celebrate the 

history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

 

Mr Bartlett said he was 

delighted to support the 

event. 

 

 

 

 

The bike ride aims to increase community awareness for local voluntary services and 

to raise money and support for their continued operation. It has the added bonus of  

improving  physical fitness. 

 

Mr Bartlett was joined on the ride by Labor Braddon MP Bryan Green and both 

pulled up in good shape after the 4km event. 

 

Those who attended the Community Forum were entertained by the Smithton Primary School Choir. 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the highlights for cabinet members was the Smithton Primary school choir. 

 

"As a lover of music myself I thought it was just magnificent"      

said Premier Bartlett..  

Visiting North -West Industries  
 

While Premier David Bartlett and Government members were in the North-West the Premier took the opportunity to see first hand 

development in the timber and other industries. 

 

Mr Bartlett inspected work on the new Ta Ann rotary peel veneer plant and the Britton Timbers mills. He also inspected David     

Kenworthy's polyethylene factory. 

 

"It is gratifying to see the investment that is going on in new processes in the North West and the adding value that is 

being done for raw materials. This is Tasmania's future - making the most of what we have and doing it to a degree of 

excellence. The level of innovation on the North -West is showing real leadership in this regard" he said.  

 

 

The Premier also took the Smithton Community Forum as an opportunity to launch the new-look Tasmanian Government           

Concessions Guide. 

 

źNa^ NZlfZgbZg Aho^kgf^gm pbee ikhob]^ fhk^ maZg #110 fbeebhg bg \hg\^llbhgl mh NZlfZgbZgl ho^k ma^ g^qm r^ZkÅ 

Mr Bartlett said.  

 

Concessions are available in the areas of housing, transport, electricity, heating, education, licences, vehicles, health, parks and       

property.  

 

The guide is free and available online at www.dpac.tas.gov.au and through a wide variety of outlets across the State including Service 

Tasmania shops, Centrelink and local councils.  


